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I graunte that it maye be sumwhat easted, so I utterly denye that it can
wholy be taken away.
For If there were a statute made, that no man shoud possesse
above a certelne measure of grounde, and that no man shoulde have in
his stocke above a prescripte and appointed some of money: if it
were by certain lawes decreed, that neither the Kinge shoulde be of
to greate power, neither the people to haute and walthy, and that
offices shoulde not be obteined by inordinate suite, or by brybes and
gyftes: that they shoulde neither be bought nor sold, nor that it
shoulde be nedeful for the officers to be at any cost or charge in their
offices: for so occasion is geven to theym by fraude and ravin to
gather up their money againe, and by reason of giftes and bribes the
offices be geven to rich men, which shoulde rather have bene exe-
cuted of wise men: by such lawes I say, like as sicke bodies that be
desperat and past cure, be wont with continual good cherissing to be
kept and botched up for a time: so these evels also might be lightened
and mitigated. But that thei may be perfectly cured, and brought to
a good and upryght state, it is not to be hoped for, whiles every man
is maister of his owne to him selfe.
Yea, and whyles you goe aboute to doe youre cure of one parte,
you shall make bygger the sore of an other parte, so the healpe of
one causeth anothers harme: forasmuche as nothinge can be geven
to annye one, onles it be taken from an other. But I am of a con-
trary opinion (quod I) for me thinketh that men shal never there
live wealthelye, where all thinges be commen. For howe can there
be abundaunce of gooddes, or of any thing, where every man with-
draweth his hande from labour ? Whome the regard of his owne
gaines driveth not to worke, but the hope that he hath in other mens
travayles maketh him slowthfule. Then when they be pricked with
povertye, and yet no man can by any lawe or right defend that for
his owne, which he hathe gotten with the laboure of his owne handes,
shal not there of necessitie be continual sedition and blodeshed?
Speciallye the authoritye and reverence of magistrates beinge taken
awaye, whiche, what place it maye have with such men amonge whome
is no difference, I cannot devise.
I marvel not (quod he) that you be of this opinion. For you con-
ceave in your minde either none at al, or els a verye false Image and
similitude of this thing. But yf you had bene with me in Utopia and
(had presentelye sene theire fasshions and lawes, as I dyd, whyche-
lived there v. years and moore, and wolde never have commen thence*
but onlye to make that newe lande knowen here: Then doubtles you
wolde graunt, that you never sawe people wel ordered, but onlye
there.
Surely (quod maister Peter) it shal be harde for you to make me